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Date of Application: December 1, 2022    HBFF Grant #: (assigned by HBFF)

1. Barn Owner/Applicant
Name: Samuel and Esther Stoltzfus, with Catherine F. Smith for the Centre County Farmland Trust 
(CCFT) 
Mailing Address: 801 Penns Creek Road, Spring Mills PA 16875 
Email Address: Catherine Smith smithcath@ecu.edu
Telephone: Samuel Stoltzfus 814-321-4715, Catherine Smith 814-933-8489

2. Barn Information
Barn Location Address: 801 Penns Creek Road
Municipality: Penn Township
County: Centre

Date of Construction (if known)  Pre-1850 (1832 or 1840-70)

Sources for date
Robert Emsminger, The Pennsylvania Barn, 2nd edition (2003), p. 104, dates construction as 1832.
Gregory D. Huber, “Hodge Double-Decker Barn” in Historic Barn & Farm Foundation Annual Meeting 
and Tour Guide (2018) dates construction as 1840-1870 era. 

Current Use: Dairying, horse stalling, grain crop and equipment storage
Future Use: Same or similar
Is the Barn Visible to the Public:  Yes, from Penns Creek Road.
See location maps in Appendix A.

3. Proposed Project 
Why The Project Is Needed: Condition, Obligation, Resource Limits, Historic Significance

Condition 
Longstanding water and wind damage caused by a neglected roof, failed guttering, and missing 
large doors has put the structure at risk. Especially, the roof’s north (bank) side is weather-affected. 
The northwest corner of the roof is uncovered. Other sections are loosely nailed and rusted. Failed 
guttering, missing downspouts, and missing large doors compound the damage on the north side. 
See photos in Appendix A. 

Obligation and resource limits 
In 2004 then-owners Hugh and Barbara Hodge preserved this farm for agricultural purposes with 
an easement held by the Centre County Farmland Trust. The easement obligates the landowner to 
maintain the historic barn as part of the property’s value for conservation. 
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Samuel Stoltzfus says “My wife and I have owned the farm since 2016. We operate a dairy, raise 
horses, and grow grain crops and mixed vegetables on the property. In the barn’s lower level we 
stall horses and milk cows. In the upper level we store grain and equipment. The barn is in poor 
condition. I make repairs myself to the extent my resources allow. But the barn’s overall needs exceed 
my resources of money and time. I will accept financial assistance. In 2021 I refused an offer to 
demolish it and compensate me for reclaimed wood. I admire and respect the barn. I allow historians, 
architects, photographers, and artists to visit and document it.”

Significance 
The barn received a 2004 Centre County Historical Society Historic Preservation Award. The barn was 
included in the Historic Barn and Farm Foundation 2018 Annual Meeting and Barn Tour in Centre 
County. Its significance is described by Huber in the tour guide (Appendix C).

Project work plan 
The north side roof will be entirely replaced using corrugated steel roofing with galvanized or dark 
color finish. Existing fascia (roof edge trim) will be matched to the width and depth of overhangs with 
material in a compatible color. An experienced barn builder will do the roof work. Mr. Stoltzfus will 
replace the guttering, downspouting, He will replace the missing large doors on the north side with 
new wood construction. If smaller doors are replaced, new wood construction and existing hardware 
such as wrought-iron strap hinges will be used if possible.

4. Grant Information

Grant Amount Requested: $2,500.00 
Applicant Matching Share: $2,500 donated by Centre County Farmland Trust
Project cost estimated $13,052 (labor and materials) to replace north roof and fascia

Estimate by:  Henry M. Speicher, Speicher Construction
  Amish School Lane
  Aaronsburg PA 16820
  814-574-0400

Mr. Speicher, a third-generation barn builder, has built an estimated 50 barns in central Pennsylvania.
See estimate in Appendix B.

Total contracted project cost: $13,052

5. Work Needed and Planned After This Project

Foundation
A 15’ section of foundation wall on the north side near the northwest corner is pushed in several 
inches by earth pressure and poor drainage. This foundation wall retains about 8 feet of earth and is 
in danger of collapse.

Need: Stabilize/repair the displaced foundation wall at the north side of the building. Correct surface 
drainage to direct water away from the wall and install a gravel-filled trench with perforated pipe in 
front of the wall to reduce groundwater pressure against the wall.

Frame
A rotted section of the sill at the base of the north wall is badly deteriorated from rot due to close 
proximity to ground level, poor surface drainage, and splash-back from failed gutters. 



3

Need: Replace the large plate in its entirety. Or remove and replace the sill in sections using layers of 
pressure-treated lumber to build up the size of the original sill member.

Enclosure
Vertical board and batten siding is weathered from sun and weather exposure. 
Need: Repair or replace deteriorated exterior siding and missing battens on the east, south, and west 
sides of the barn with same size new lumber. Match size of existing boards, battens, and louver trim. 
Siding on the north side should be selectively replaced, retaining as many of the original boards as 
feasible. Timeline for this additional work: 2023-2024.

6. Timeframe for the proposed project and readiness to proceed. 
Mr. Stoltzfus will repair the guttering, downspouts, and doors in winter 2022 or spring 2023, 
depending on the availability of materials. The roof and fascia repair will be done in spring 2023.

7. How this project promotes the long-term use of the barn.
Repairing the weakened north roof, replacing failed guttering, and replacing missing large doors will 
extend the lifetime of the timber frame structure. For farming purposes, the project will improve dry 
storage of grain and equipment. 

8. Additional information 
An extract quoted from the property’s preservation easement established 2004, Exhibit B 
“Conservation Values” 
“This farm has a historic double bank barn that was constructed in 1840 using local yellow pine 
timber. The unique architecture, construction methods, and façade warrant the preservation and 
maintenance of this structure.”

Published barn descriptions

“ Centre County Barns: Historic Barn and Farm Foundation of Pennsylvania Annual Meeting & Barn 
Tour Guide June 8 & 9, 2018, State College PA” 

Centre County Farmland Trust public announcements “Faces of Farmland Preservation” and “They 
Paint to Preserve.”

See publications in Appendix C.

9. Attachments
• Barn location map (Appendix A) 
• Contractor’s estimate (Appendix B)
• Photographs of the barn (Appendix A and Appendix C)
• Publications (Appendix D)
• Completed HBFF Standard Barn Survey (Appendix E)

10.  Application Certification: I certify to the best of my knowledge that the information provided in this application 
is complete and accurate.

 
Applicant’s Signature:      Date: 

Applicant Printed Name: Samuel Stoltzfus
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Appendix A Barn Location Map
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Appendix A

Appendix B Contractor’s Estimate
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Road view November 17, 2022 East side view November 17, 2022

East side view November 17, 2022 South side view November 17, 2022

Road view November 17, 2022

West side view November 17, 2022 North side view November 17, 2022

Appendix C Photographs of the Barn
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Missing door, damaged gutter, weak 
roofing November 16, 2022

Damaged gutter November 16, 2022

No downspout November 16, 2022Exposed interior September 21, 2021

Historic Barn & Farm Foundation of Pennsylvania (HBFF)  
Barn Preservation Grant  (Stoltzfus) 

Missing doors and downspout November 17, 2022

North roof missing (western 
view)  November 16, 2022

Missing doors, downspout September 21, 2021

Appendix C Photographs of the Barn



Appendix E Completed HBFF Standard Barn Survey










